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SECRET KATHMANDU 0926 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SHUM, PINT, NP 

SUBJECT: RELEASE OF B. P. KOIRALA 


1 . 1 WAS CONVOKED BY PRIME MINISTER TODAY, 

FEBRUARY 22, FOR MEETING WHICH LASTED ABOUT 20 MINUTES. 
PURPOSE OF MEETING WHICH HAD NOT BEEN CONVEYED TO ME 
IN ADVANCE WAS TO INFORM ME ABOUT HMG'S PLANS FOR 
B.P. KOIRALA'S FUTURE. 


2. PRIME MINISTER SAID KING HAD INSTRUCTED HIM TO ASK 
ME TO INFORM PRESIDENT CARTER MOST CONFIDENTIALLY THAT 
IN RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT’S RECENT FRIENDLY LETTER (OF JAN 30, 1978) 
WHICH CONTAINED EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN B.P. S HEALTH, 

KING HAD DECIDED QUOTE TO CONSIDER MATTER SYMPATHETICALLY 
ON HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS UNQUOTE. IN RESPONSE TO MY 
REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION OF WHAT THIS MEANT 
EXACTLY. PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT KOIRALA WOULD 
BE RELEASED ’ VERY SOON" AND WOULD BE FREE TO 
LEAVE COUNTRY FOR FURTHER MEDICAL TREATMENT. 


3. COMMENT. AS REPORTED IN KATHMANDU 899, B.P. 

KOIRALA’S TRIAL IS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY AND ACCORDING 
TO PRESENT SCHEDULE IS DUE TO BE COMPLETED 
SECRET 
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FEBRUARY 27. KOIRALA'S RELEASE FOR FURTHER MEDICAL 
TREATMENT WILL PRESUMABLY TAKE PLACE SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER REGARDLESS OF OUTCOME OF TRIAL. 

END COMMENT. 


4. PRIME MINISTER WENT ON TO IMPLY THAT IN 
CONTRAST TO LAST SUMMER WHEN GON COVERED B.P.’S 
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MEDICAL EXPENSES INCURRED IN US, THIS WOULD NOT 
REPEAT NOT BE THE CASE THIS TIME. HE SAID THAT 
SINCE B.P. HAD SO MANY FRIENDS ABROAD THEY 
WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY RALLY AROUND TO TAKE CARE OF 
HIS MEDICAL BILLS. 

5. 1 SAID I APPRECIATED THIS PRIVATE MESSAGE 
WHICH I WOULD OF COURSE CONVEY TO WASHINGTON. I 
ADDED THAT USG AND B.P.'S AMERICAN FRIENDS 
WOULD WARMLY WELCOME THIS EXPRESSION OF KING'S 
HUMANITARIAN CONCERN FOR B.P.'S HEALTH AND 
WELFARE. 

HECK 


SECRET 
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